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as chiefs at the several subordinate settlements; In order to remedy this evil
therefore in future, we direct, that the following chief ships and no others be
filled by members of Council to wit, Patna, Cossimbuzar, Dacca, Burdwan,
Chittagong and Midnapore, unless you see necessary to add Lucklpore by this
regulation ; there will always be seven or eight at the Board, and the necessity
of having at any times such a number at Calcutta is very obvious, and here
we must remark that a visit of Mr, Hay's to Mr. Johnstone's at Burdwan when
only two were left at the Board appears so extraordinary a step and so wanton
a neglect of duty as obliges us to declare that if very good reasons are not
assigned us when gentlemen of Council are suffered to remove from or to
Calcutta upon private concerns we shall be highly displeased.
20.    One great source of the disputes, misunderstanding and difficulties
which have occurred with the country government appears evidently to have
taken it's rise from the unwarrantable and licentious manner of carrying on
the private trade by the Company's servants, their gomastahs, agents and others
to the prejudice of the Sub ah both with respect to his authority and the reve-
nues justly due to him, the diverting and taking from his natural subjects the
trade in the inland parts of the country, to which neither we or any persons
whatsoever dependent upon us or under our protection have any manner of
right, and consequently indangering the Company's very valuable privileges;
in order therefore to remedy all these disorders we do hereby positively order
and direct.
21.    That from the receipt of this letter a final and effectual end be forth-
with put to the inland trade in salt, beetlenut, tobacco, and in all other articles
whatsoever produced and consumed in the country, and that all European and
other agents or gomastahs who have been concern'd in such trade be imme-
diately order'd down to Calcutta and not suffer'd to return or be replaced as
such by any other persons.
22.    That as our phirmaund privileges of being duty free, are certainly con-
fined to the Company's export and import trade only, you are to have recourse
to and keep within the liberty therein stipulated and given as nearly as can
possibly be done, but as by the connivance of the Bengal Government and
constant usage the Company's covenant servants have had the same benefit
as the Company with respect to their export and import trade, we are willing
they should enjoy the same and that dusticks* be granted accordingly, but
herein the most effectual care is to be taken that no excesses or abuses are
suffer'd upon any account whatsoever, nor dusticks granted to any others than
our covenant servants as aforesaid, however notwithstanding any of our former
orders no writer is to have the benefit of a dustick until he has served out his
full time of five years in that station.   Free merchants and others are not
entitled to, or to have the benefit of the Company's dusticks but are to pay the
usual duties,
23.    As no agents or gomastahs are to reside on account of private trade
at any of the inland parts of the country, all business on account of licensed
private trade is to be carried on by and thro* the means of the Company's
covenant servants resident at the several subordinate factories, as has been
usual.
24.    We are under the necessity of giving the beforegoing orders in order
to preserve the tranquillity of the country and harmony with the Nabob, they